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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Common Service with Communion  Christian Worship, p. 15 

The Common Service © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 12, 19, 14, 311, 49, and Psalm 126 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  12 - Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 
 

 
 

 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

   
 

 

 Congregation               A            -         men. 
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M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, How welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet you, My Hope, my heart’s Delight. 

O Jesus, let your Word be A lamp to light my way, 

To show me how to please you, To guide me ev’ry day. 



[4] 

Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, Who sit in deepest gloom, 

Who mourn o’er joys departed And tremble at your doom. 

Despair not; he is near you, He’s standing at the door 

Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more. (19:1,3) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M Let us pray.  Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of 
your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 

light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11 
The Servant of the Lord – Jesus – delights in the mission of mercy that his Father has 

given him to accomplish. 

 
     
ISAIAH 61:1

 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

    to preach good news to the poor. 
  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
 

  
2
 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
  to comfort all who mourn, 
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 3
 and provide for those who grieve in Zion-- 

  to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 

  the oil of gladness 

    instead of mourning, 

  and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 

  They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    a planting of the LORD 
    for the display of his splendor. 

 
10

 I delight greatly in the LORD; 
    my soul rejoices in my God. 

  For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

    and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, 

  as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 

  
11

 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

  so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise 

    spring up before all nations. 
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PSALM      Psalm 126 
Refrain Tune: Walter Pelz. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

Pastor will sing the first line of each verse. The congregation responds with the 

refrains and the second line of each verse. 

 
When the LORD brought back the captives to | Zion,* 

we were like | those who dreamed. 

 

Our mouths were filled with | laughter,* 
our tongues with | songs of joy. 

 

The LORD has done great | things for us,* 
and we are | filled with joy. 

 

Refrain 
 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the | desert.* 

Those who sow in tears will reap with | songs of joy. 

 
He who goes out weeping, carrying | seed to sow,* 

will return with songs of joy, carrying | sheaves with him. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
The encouragements of Paul are especially timely in the Advent season… live joyfully, 

thankfully, prayerfully and spiritually. 

 
1THESSALONIANS 5:16

 Be joyful always; 
17

 pray continually; 
18 

give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

    
19

 Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 
20 

do not treat prophecies with contempt. 
21

 Test 
everything. Hold on to the good. 

22
 Avoid every kind of evil. 

 

    
23

 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
24

 The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 
 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES   
 

M We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came 

to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 

M We hear his call to see the light. 

C We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

 

M Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Three Advent candles are lit. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28 
If people accepted John’s ministry with joy, how much more would they have joy in the 

ministry of Jesus, the light of the world. 

 
JOHN 1:6

 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 
7
 He came as 

a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 
8 
He 

himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

 
19

 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and 

Levites to ask him who he was. 
20 

He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am 

not the Christ.” 

 
   

 21
 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

    He said, “I am not.” 

    “Are you the Prophet?” 
    He answered, “No.” 

 

    
22

 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 

    
23 

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in 

the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ ” 

  
   

24 
Now some Pharisees who had been sent 

25
 questioned him, “Why then do you 

baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

 
    

26
 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not 

know. 
27

 He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to untie.” 
    

28
 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was 

baptizing. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED 
 
C We  believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried, 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    14 - Arise, O Christian People 
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SERMON 
  

Isaiah 61:10, 11 

 

When God Supplies the Clothes… 
1. …they’re joyous 

2. …they’re certain 

 

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 
 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Brief silence  

 

For the Church on earth, that her members would rejoice always in their salvation, pray 
without ceasing and bear witness about the light of the world that is Jesus Christ, let us 

pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
For those that God has appointed to civic leadership, that they would govern wisely, 

administer justice fairly and not abuse the authority that has been granted them, let us 

pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 
For those traveling this season to celebrate the Nativity with family and friends, that they 

reach their destinations safely, that their time with loved ones be joyful, and that they 

return home without incident, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who are hungry, homeless, unemployed or find themselves in any kind of need, 

that they find food, shelter and employment and come to know and confess God as the 
giver of daily bread, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who gather at this altar today to receive the very body and blood of Jesus, that 

they depart from here strengthened in faith toward You and love for their neighbor, let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

For those who are ill, those recovering and those who are homebound who cannot be with 
us, that they find comfort, healing, patience and the sure knowledge that Jesus will never 

leave them or forsake them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who mourn, that they find comfort in the promise of the resurrection from the 
dead and the hope of reunion with those they love who have died in the faith, let us pray 

to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 
M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
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M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and 

pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, 

with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 

their glorious song: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 
 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)  
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DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 311 - Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN  49 – Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn 
 

 
 
 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2017 
 “O Come, Let Us Adore Him!” 

 
December 2,3 Advent 1 Regular weekend  
  schedule 

 

December 6 Midweek Advent 7:00 p.m. 
 

December 9,10 Advent 2 Regular weekend  

  schedule 
 

December 13 Midweek Advent 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 15 Children’s Christmas 7:00 p.m. 
 Service 

 

December 16,17 Advent 3 Regular weekend  
  schedule 

 

December 20 Midweek Advent 7:00 p.m. 

 
December 23,24 Advent 4 Regular weekend  

  schedule 

 
December 24 Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. 

 Lessons and Carols 

 
 Christmas Eve 11:00 p.m. 

 Candlelight Compline  

 

December 25 Christmas Day Festival 9:30 a.m. 
 with the Lord’s Supper 

 

December 30,31 1
st
 Sunday after Christmas Regular weekend  

  schedule 

 

December 31 New Year’s Eve 5:00 p.m. 
 with the Lord’s Supper 


